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Goh Ning @ Goh Yang Mei Kk

Goh Ning likes working with her hands, having worked in a factory
environment. Hence, when she retired, she spent her time enjoying craft
making such as paper-cutting and sewing.

Her wind blanket features 3 of her paper-cut patterns and the bat motif
features prominently, which symbolises happiness and joy. The Chinese for
bat, fu, sounds identical to the word for good fortune, making bats a popular
Chinese symbol. Five bats together represent the ‘Five Blessings’: long life,
wealth, health, love of virtue and a peaceful death.
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Goh Soo Kheng =[]

Sewing, embroidery and quilting come easily to Soo Kheng even though she
spends less time now with them, and instead prefers to explore new hobbies
such as Chinese calligraphy.

Soo Kheng, a Buddhist, is inspired by the lotus and its symbolism. Because
the flower rises from the mud but blooms in exquisite beauty, it symbolises
perfection and purity of both heart and mind that exists in all human beings.
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Mary Guo ZBffl35

Mary, a widow, lives alone with her aged dog, Baby, and worries that if she
dies before he does, there will be no one to look after him.

So Mary says she has to look after herself to outlive Baby. She hopes she
will be fine when he dies. So the blanket unsurprisingly features Baby.
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Ng Ah Yam &%

Ah Yam loves gardening, especially growing flowering plants that are
featured in her blanket.

But she also has a deft hand with her sewing and fabric craft skills, which
surfaced at the workshop and were used in decorating her blanket.
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Ong Mui Khoon £%=%

Mui Khoon sews and gardens but she finds herself, as she grows older, to be
more adventurous, wanting new experiences.

As an example, she participated in three out of the four Both Sides, Now art
workshops.
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Tan Choon Hoey BR&ETE

Choon Hoey loved travelling when she was younger and particularly enjoyed
visiting gardens and nature parks.

In her blanket are her holiday photographs.
Guess who is that silhouette?

This signifies a past that exists only in memory, a presence that is now an
absence. Just as our lives on earth.
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Tan Lu See fEEE4H

Lu See loves craftwork, using her hands and fixing things around the house.

She is proud of being the one in the family that attends to, and solves the
plumbing problems in the house.

Her blanket features her love for nature and an old hobby, collecting
stamps, which was for her a way of seeing the world. She says when she
dies, she hopes her children will not be sad.
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Tsang Sow Kuen Z%48

Sow Kuen enjoys quilting and has made many quilts for her family and
loved ones.

She remembers keenly sewing quilts for a fundraiser for the Nepal
earthguake disaster.

Her blanket features a happy everyday experience - feeding her son’s
prized goldfish, which she does faithfully twice a day.
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Fong Jong Mui, Volunteer
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Jong Mui volunteers her time in community projects, to meet new friends and
share experiences such as this Both Sides, Now blanket workshop.

She has made her blanket for her first and only granddaughter who loves the
monkey.

She hopes when she passes away that the family will still be close and
whatever misgivings there are will be forgiven.
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" Shirley Soh, Artist
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Shirley currently is the caregiver to her eldest cat Dusty who is suffering
terminal kidney failure.

She hears that cats would go into hiding to die, and it made her wonder if
that is a more natural way to die.

She feels that even if there are loved ones around, dying is fundamentally
an experience that is a solitary experience. Hence, her blanket honours
everyone who has died: cats, dogs and all human beings!
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